
Tarboro: Historic, Hardworking Community

Cultural arts, recreation, downtown, the historic district, 
location, healthcare, education and the local economy are the 
reasons for the exceptional quality of life in Tarboro. By most 
standards Tarboro is considered a small town. While this may be 
true, Tarboro has something for everyone. In the mood to learn 
about our local art scene? Visit the Blount Bridgers House to 
check out the local works of area artists. Stop by and visit one of 
our local retail stores or boutiques, then drop in for a bite to eat 
at one of our locally owned restaurants.

The friendly folks you encounter will make you feel right 
at home. Our climate with generally mild winters and warm 
summers make most recreational activities available year round.

Vidant Edgecombe Hospital provides quality care here in 
Tarboro as one of ten hospitals in the Vidant Health system. We 
have an excellent education system and are within an hours drive 
of three universities in the North Carolina system. Take a day trip 
to the Outer Banks for fun in the sun or to the Triangle for the 
many amenities there. Whether young, retired or looking to open 
a business, living happy is important, and Tarboro is that choice.

The Town of Tarboro’s goal is enhancing the health, safety and 
welfare of our community by providing quality and responsive 
public service. Tarboro is a town where community still 
matters. Town staff understands our citizens are what makes 
our community a special place. The town strives to ensure 
that all needs of our citizens and business communities are 
properly handled. Town leaders continue to pursue innovative 
ways to attract and foster the growth of Tarboro. The town 
government, leaders and staff will continue its dedication to 
our citizens because Tarboro is its people. 

Quality of LifeTown Government

Community Background, Values 
and Cohesion

Tarboro was and is a community built by its citizens. It’s the 
citizens of Tarboro that has seen the Town through the good 
and bad. What this has done is created a closeness within the 
community. This generates a community where neighbors take 
care and look after one another. This accompanied with our 
outstanding Police Dept. is the reason Tarboro is such a safe 
place as evident by our crime index per 10,000 of 485 in 2012. 
A welcoming community full of friendly folks whose arms are 
open is waiting for you in Tarboro. And it’s only the beginning. 
We invite you to come see what true community togetherness is. 

HISTORIC, HARDWORKING COMMUNITY

“The best good-byes 
are always said on 

a front porch.”

Town of Tarboro
PO Box 220 . 500 Main St., Tarboro, NC 27886

Phone: 252-641-4249 Fax: 252-641-4286
Visit Us at www.tarboro-nc.com



Founded more than 250 years ago, 
16 years prior to the signing of the Declaration of Independence, 
the Town of Tarboro is a shining example of a historic 
community embracing progress while preserving its storied 
past. Tarboro offers historic small town charm with great access 
to larger markets. Its location near Interstate 95 provides quick 
access to the eastern sea boards major industrial and commercial 
centers. Tarboro is located only one-hour away from Raleigh 
and its metropolitan amenities. Outstanding parks, lake and 
river recreation opportunities are located here. Tarboro is noted 
for strong consistent support of industry and business. Town 
leaders, business people and citizens work as one promoting 
Tarboro’s cultural and historic resources as assets in economic 
development and community building. 

Community Profile: Tarboro, North Carolina

Over the past 20 years the population grew in Tarboro, Edgecombe 
County and the Rocky Mount Metropolitan Statistical Area. 

Demographics

Labor Force & Employers 
Tarboro and Edgecombe County has a labor force of about 
25,000. Our leading industries are retail trade, manufacturing, 
healthcare/social assistance, professional services and 
educational/governmental. 
The following list identifies Tarboro’s largest employers:

You would be hard pressed 
to find a town similar 
in size with the physical 
composition of Tarboro.

Recreation/Activity 
Centers
Indian Lake Sports Complex
Braswell Center & Park
E.L. Roberson Center & Community Pool
M.A. Ray Center & Clarke Park/Pool

Public Services & Facilities
Schools: Stocks Elementary, Pattillo Middle, Tarboro 
High, Martin Millennium Academy, Edgecombe Early 
College High, Northeast Carolina Prep School, Edgecombe 
Community College 
Governments: Town of Tarboro, Edgecombe County
Police: Town of Tarboro
Fire: Town of Tarboro
EMS: Edgecombe County
Hospital: Vidant Edgecombe
Library: Edgecombe Memorial
Public Transportation: Checker Cab, Tar River Transit, 
K&L Transport

Physical Characteristics
Miscellaneous-Central Business District
Industrial Parks: Tarboro Commerce Center, 
Tarboro Industrial Park
Transportation: US 64, US 258, NC 33, I-95 (20 mi W) 
Tarboro-Edgecombe Airport, Pitt Greenville Airport (24 mi 
SE), RDU International ( 84 mi W)

Economic Characteristics

Service Provider

Water/Waste Water Town of Tarboro

Electric Town of Tarboro

Natural Gas Piedmont Natural Gas

Telecommunications/ All major cellular services, 
Internet/Cable/Satellite/ Centurylink, Suddenlink, 
 DirectTV, DishNetwork 

Streets & Highways Town of Tarboro, NCDOT

Rail Amtrak (passenger), CSX(freight)

“Historically significant, 
beautifully maintained and 

not yet over-developed, 
Tarboro offers the best 

of all worlds.”

Tarboro has one of only two original town commons left in 
the United States. Its original purpose was as a gathering place 
for the pursuit of pastoral interests. Militias practiced their 
drills on the grassy yards. During the Civil War, many Yankee 
soldiers found themselves stockaded on its green. Today, this 
15 acre park is the jewel of the Tarboro Historic District and a 
memorial to Military history. 

Our Uncommon Common

INTERESTING FACTS:
 President George Washington stayed 
in Tarboro during a visit on his 1791 
Southern Tour

 In the early days, the area was known 
as “Tawboro,” a name attributed 
to “Taw,” the Indian word for 
“River of Health” 

 Laid to rest in the Churchyard 
at Calvary Episcopal Church 
is the youngest General to 
serve in the Confederate 
Army during the Civil War, 
William Dorsey Pender

Race:  White - 47.2%
 Black - 48.4%
 Other - 4.4%  
Median Age: 42.3
Gender: Male - 5,213
 Female - 6,202

Education: 78.1% high  
school diploma or better 
Housing Units: 4,983
Occupied:  Owner - 2,463
 Renter - 2,010
Persons per Unit: 2.31

Employer Rank

Edgecombe Schools 1 Keihin CST 6

Hillshire Farms 2 Barnhill Contracting 7

Edgecombe County 3 Superior Essex 8

Air System Components 4 Town of Tarboro 9

Vidant Hospital 5 Nomaco, Inc. 10

Tax Base: 
Real - $586,221,565    
Personal - $201,587,934

Tax Rate: 
Town: .0041
Edgecombe County: .0086
Median Sales Price (Home): $117,000
Unemployment: 12%
Median Household Income: $33,168
Per Capita Income: $19,848
Place of Work of Residents: 68.9% in County 
 29.4% outside County

Economic Demographics

$8,688 $14,611
$21,067

$44,281 $42,796 $42,651

Drive Time

 5 min. 10 min. 15 min.

Population & Income in Relation to Drive Time

Population Median Household Income

Population

 1990 2000 2010

Town of Tarboro 11,037 11,138 11,415

Edgecombe County 56,692 55,606 56,552

Rocky Mount MSA 133,369 142,991 150,649

Data obtained from the United States Census 2010
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Infrastructure/Utilities


